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State Board of Education mandates tuition increase waivers to 
PACT participants 

MONTGOMERY –The State Board of Education today approved a recommendation from Alabama 
Community College System (ACCS) Chancellor Bradley Byrne to waive tuition increases for Prepaid 
Affordable College Tuition (PACT) participants for the next three years through the end of the 
2012 academic year.  
 
During the fall semester 1,900 PACT students attended one of the system’s community or 
technical colleges, and 44 attended Athens State University, an upper-level institution offering 
bachelor’s degrees. About 20 percent of Prepaid Affordable College Tuition students enrolled in all 
state institutions last fall attended a public two-year college in the state.  
 
At today’s meeting, a small tuition increase was approved for Athens State University, which has 
not raised tuition since 2004.  However, the State Board approved a similar three-year tuition 
waiver of this increase to current and future students enrolled in the PACT program. This waiver 
will take effect beginning Fall Semester 2009 and run through the end of the 2012 academic year, 
and will apply to PACT participants currently enrolled in Athens State University as well as PACT 
participants applying for enrollment.   
 
Just a few weeks ago, Byrne announced that he would not recommend a tuition increase for the 
2009-2010 academic year, the fifth year in a row that tuition at the state’s community and 
technical colleges has remained level at about $2,700 per year.  
 
“The Alabama Community College System remains committed to providing a quality, 
accessible and affordable higher education to Alabama citizens,” Byrne said. “In this difficult 
economic climate, we must do all we can to provide educational opportunities which will help to 
maintain a trained workforce and a stable economy. Helping the State to meet its obligations to 
PACT enrollees is just one way to do that.”   
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